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from writers qualified to speak concerning two classes
most opposed in national characteristics: Mackintosh,
describing the warlike Rajputs of the North-West
Provinces, says, " The Rajputs are the representatives
of India. In them are seen all the qualities of the
Hindu race unmitigated by foreign mixture, exerted
with their original energy, and displayed in the strongest
light. They exhibit the genuine form of a Hindu com-
munity formed of the most discordant materials, and
combining the most extraordinary contrasts of moral
nature; unconquerable adherence to native opinions
and usages with servile submission to a foreign yoke;
an unbelieving priesthood, ready to suffer martyrdom
for the most petty observance of their professed faith ;
a superstition which inspires the resolution to inflict or
to suffer the most atrocious barbarities without cultiva-
ting any natural sentiment or enforcing any social
duty; . . . attachment to kindred and to home, with
no friendship and no love of country ; good temper
and gentle disposition, little active cruelty except
when stimulated by superstition; but little sensibility,
little compassion, and scarcely any disposition to re-
lieve suffering or retrieve wrong done to themselves or
others ; timidity, with its natural attendants, falsehood
and meanness, in the ordinary relations of human life,
joined with a capability of becoming excited, to courage
in the field, to military enthusiasm, to heroic self-devo-
tion ; abstemiousness in some respects more rigorous
than that of a Western hermit, in others a life of intoxi-
cation ; austerities and self-tortures almost incredible,
practised by those who otherwise wallow in gross sensu-
ality, childish levity, barefaced falsehood, no faith, no
constancy, no shame, no belief in the existence of
justice."